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Politics of Criminal Justice Policy 
Introduction
 Politics plays a vital role in the policy-making process of criminal justice. The decisions of policymakers influence the process of attaining justice when solving crimes. Actors in the criminal justice policy-making process encompass a wide range of elected members of the government. The influence on the policy is therefore evaluated on whether the needs and interests of the public; they are meant to serve are adequately represented or not. Many critics have been developed on whether the political affiliations of these actors affect the effectiveness of the policy or not (Andrews & Bonta, 2010). Apparently, public policy plays a critical role in criminal justice, and this paper will provide answers to some critical questions regarding the use of policies in criminal justice.
Question 1
The public policy deals with strategies that are put in place by the government to address issues of the public. As Dye (2017), states, "public policy is a plan that is guided by the country constitution with the agenda of preventing conflicts when solving problems." The formulation of public policy involves a wide range of actors who ensure that different groups are represented in the process. The rise of crime over the years is one of the problems that have influenced the need for such policies. In the field of criminology, criminal justice is developed to provide law enforcers with a guideline of promoting a safe environment for the public. The criminal justice policy is put in place to ensure that criminal activities are prevented from re-occurring (Andrews & Bonta, 2010). For example, to reduce the number of inmates in prisons, the policy supports the effectiveness of re-entry programs. These re-entry programs are placed with the agenda of guaranteeing that ex-offenders do not return to prison. 
Question 2
The process of public policy follows a series of steps that ensure the goal of the policy is met. Stone (2015) simply explains that, "the process begins with identifying the agenda of the policy, developing a list of possible solutions to achieve the agenda, calculating the expected result of each alternative solution, and selecting the solution that will effectively solve the problem while minimizing the cost required to finance the policy." Identifying the agenda of the process is essential in making sure that real-time problems are addressed. This, in turn, affects the course of the process by ensuring the right actors are involved in representing the target population. According to Mansour (2010), listing different solutions is essential as it leads to further understanding of the cause of the problems based on the agenda. This will influence the decision of arriving at the best alternative which is crucial to not only solving but also preventing future occurrence of problems listed in the first step of the process.
Question 3
 Both Democratic and Republican politicians play a role in making and enforcing public policy. The Democrats hold the role of advocating for the citizens' well-being while the Republicans are more involved in the economic prosperity of the nation. Therefore, the output of the policy is prone to judgment based on their contribution. According to Verma (2016), "politicians, especially the Democrats tend to overrate their promises on the effectiveness of the policy during campaigns, however; once they are elected into office, the public fails to see some of the promised changes in their social life." This is attributed to the fact that the parties do not hold full power in the implementation of public policies. It also means they are limited to what they can deliver. In addition, some of the suggestions by the politicians on the policy direction are seen as a way of creating opportunities for their own benefits (Garcea, 2015). For instance, a criminal regulation program cannot occur without leaders to enforce it. These positions are later taken by the politicians, and this raises the question of who the policy was actually meant to serve. 
Question 4
 According to Garcea (2015), "law enforcers have a tendency to exclude themselves from association with political sides." They do this to avoid contradictions when delivering justice to the public. However, elected officials in criminal justice feel pressured to act in a certain way in order to protect themselves from judgment by the public. The clear distinctions between the Democratic and Republican political parties make it hard for them to protect their decisions. In my opinion, I think that these kinds of associations critically influence the decisions of policy-enforcers when solving a crime. For example, an elected member of the judiciary may feel that being lenient on decisions such as the death penalty may portray him as a Democrat (Garcea, 2015). In addition, I also think that cohorts who grew up in a particular regime are also likely to focus on certain crime. For example, the period between 1979 and 1990 was characterized by crimes such as breaking and entering into premises. Consequently, law officials who spent their early life in this period are likely to focus on crimes related to theft and robbery. 
Question 5
 Politics plays a key role when making criminal justice policies. This is because most actors involved in the process are elected or nominated members of the government. It is, therefore, possible that they hold their political believes when making decisions on public policies. However, according to my point of view, the fact that the actors have political affiliations does not necessarily mean they do not value the greater good of the public. For instance, according to Andrews & Bonta (2010), "officials siding with the Republican point of view are accused of directing the policy towards minimizing expenses as opposed to the welfare of the public." They are also accused of using tactics to create programs that allow them to take high positions once they are implemented. This may be true, but it is also worth noting that their opinions will enable a balance between social and economic welfare. It is also through these programs that employment opportunities are created which in the long run reduce cases of crimes in the society (Ismaili, 2006). 
Question 6
 According to Bibas (2012), "crime model is associated with maintaining order in the society by ensuring that the process on incarcerating those involved in crime is not delayed." The crime model is necessary especially with the increased number of crimes in our society. It ensures that law offenders are placed in prison the moment they are found guilty to promote safety and order in the society. By doing so, this method uses these victims as an example to other members who may be exposed to crime-related ideas. This results in a reduced number of crimes in the society. The Republicans agree that the crime method is effective in maintaining order through the separation of offenders and society (Cohen, 2015). On the other hand, Democrats propose that the model should be controlled as it gives too much power to law enforcers who are inclined to harassing members of the public. They also view the model as a way of encouraging discrimination especially to the marginalized groups in the community. 
Question 7
Marion & Oliver (2015) define symbolic policies as "policies that do not directly achieve a solution to an exact problem." They are mainly used by the government to ease tension from the other governmental officers, organizations and the public regarding an alarming issue. These policies are applicable in criminal justice and are best described by examples. One of such cases was the carjacking statutes which is described by Marion; 2015. According to Marion (2015), "the carjacking statute was developed by the government in an attempt to solve stealing of cars after the public raised the alarm concerning the case of a woman who was killed in the process."
On the other hand, substantive policies deal with a detailed procedure to a solution. They specifically target the problem at hand. For example, to solve the issue of a high number of inmates in prisons, the government proposes re-entry programs which are aimed at ensuring those released are not sent back. Generally, both symbolic and substantive policies are characterized by objectivity in an attempt to solve the problem at hand.
Question 8
Criminal justice is characterized by identifying causes of crimes, achieving justice when solving the crimes, and preventing future occurrence of crimes. These characteristics are essential during the formulation of policies. According to Stolz (2015), "analysis of the causes of crimes will contribute to developing a policy that tackles related crimes as well as helping in predicting solutions." For example, the high number of drug abusers can be attributed to the lack of employment that prompted the victims of poverty to sell drugs illegally. Knowing this, the policy should target programs that aim at creating job opportunities among the youths which is an avenue for reducing crimes. In addition, policy formulation should also include an array of actors to represent different professions in the field of criminology, and this will contribute to ensuring that various alternatives are analyzed to ensure that the practical solution is met. Evaluation and follow up on the progress of policy implementation should be sought with the aim of preventing common crimes from occurring (Mansour, 2010).

Conclusion
From the above discussion, it can be determined that politics profoundly influence the policy of criminal justice. This is because political actors of the policy hold high power of the decisions made. Political affiliations also play a huge role in how the policy is implemented. It is, therefore, necessary for law professions to always ensure that the goal of maintaining order and serving the public is a priority (Ismaili, 2006).In addition, the formulation of public policies which are critical in law and criminal proceedings should be a holistic process whereby parties such as the government, nongovernmental agents and the public are involved. Inculcation of different parties in the policy making process should be upheld in order to accord the process traits of objectivity and validity.
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